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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:   
 

WHOSE YOUR POTTER? 
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 There are many biblical images of God as potter. The craft of pot-

tery is ubiquitous throughout the near and middle East.  Potters’ wheels 

in Palestine have been dated as early as 3rd millennia B.C.  From the time 

of the urbanization of the Israelites during King David’s reign we find    

evidence of pottery factories where many wheels were set up, and house-

hold dishware was mass produced to meet the needs and demands of  

centralized urban populations. 
 

 From Genesis 1, where ‘adama’ means red clay, to modern      

archaeological digs, we are indebted to the art of pottery. Ceramic pottery 

is virtually indestructible through time, and so is a main source of bibli-

cal dating. Ceramic pottery provides the most apt metaphor for the rela-

tionship of creator and creature. God is the potter and we are the clay. 
 

 Clay is kneaded vigorously to get the air pockets out of it so that 

in forming it, no imperfection may suddenly arise.  Clay is then centered 

on the wheel and drawn up and pressed down several times until there is 

no wobble in the lump which will be raised up into function. The potter 

exerts great physical effort, great patience, total centering of self and ma-

terials, total concentration…..And then the lump of clay is gently lifted 

up toward the Creator with balanced pressure from both inside and out-

side of the emerging form. 
 

 … /// ... 
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 The potter has a general idea about what might happen with this 

lump, but does not know exactly.  In a sense, the potter releases self to 

create and extend self into the world through this artifact. There is also 

the release of the potter’s self when the creation is finished. The point of 

completion is totally the arbitrary point of decision when the Creator 

says, “It is good, it is finished.” That decision is the pronouncement of 

perfection/atonement/forgiveness/grace that happens even if there is a 

slight wobble in the pot. Better to be a wobbly pot than a formless lump.  

A wobbly pot can be trimmed to please the aesthetic sense of the creator 

while it is still moldable. 
 

 Then the pot is fired and hardened against breakage. Then it is 

painted and glazed to protect and beautify in its interaction with the 

world.  Then it is refired to make that protection and beauty last as long 

as the pot   itself. 

 No clay is ever wasted. If a decision is made by the creator to 

scrap the project at any point in the process, the clay can be broken up, 

pulverized and wet down to again make clay. Broken, a pot can never be 

repaired back to its original condition, but broken, a pot can always be 

reformed. There is no such thing as an irreparable broken ceramic piece 

in the biblical world; just the function of the piece changes. A broken pot 

might be used for a jar lid, or writing material, a hot coal hod or a water-

dipper. It could be ground up for waterproof cistern plaster or used as a 

strigil (back-scratcher). It could be used as security on top of walls or as 

firebrick in ovens. If art precedes life, then the description of Leviathan 

in Job 41:30 with ceramic tiles on his underbelly for protective armor is 

vaguely preminiscent of the space shuttle re-entry tiles. 
 

 After the first firing, the name of the object changes, turning from 

simply “clay”, to “earthen vessel”. The cooking pot which provides for 

others is by the nature of its use, refired over and over again. 
 

 When a ceramic creation is removed from first firing and cooled, 

the Creator is probably surprised, because the heat is going to make un-

anticipated changes in the creation.   
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Nevertheless the Creator feels satisfaction and even pride.  Of course, the 

Creator can see some differences between his intent and the final          

product, but the work is pronounced complete. And the pot has an exis-

tence independent of the Creator. 
 

 The aesthetic sense of the Creator may not even be pleased by 

some isolated aspect of the new pot, but the Creator appreciates, protects, 

and cares for the whole piece, and is secretly amused when others don’t 

even see what he knows is true about his creation. 
 

 The potter knows his work as being ontologically separate from 

himself, an outside event in the material world.  To the potter, it doesn’t 

matter what anyone else thinks about this newly shaped and formed mat-

ter.  The potter thinks, “It’s mine and I love it.  It is an infinitesimal as-

pect of me that reflects and communicates that which is subjective, seren-

dipitous and extemporaneous about me. This creature work of mine is not 

the product of unintentionality but of my free intentionality.” 
 

 The pottery is an incarnational, self-artifact of the Creator through 

which the Creator discovers even more about self. Imagine the surprise 

and delight in finding that what happened in the final process of firing 

was not exactly what was imaged at the first touch of the clay.  The crea-

ture as a separate being has taken on inherent will and life of its own in 

relationship with the world. 
 

 The only way that the earthen vessel could be misbegotten would 

be to forget it’s Father’s face; to forget the intensely concentrated counte-

nance of the one who peered into the depths of the pot, while pulling it 

up off the wheel, the perspiration from the brow wetting that clay and 

affecting its form eternally, the attention and love and work and courage 

of the Creator in extension.  “Yet, O Lord, thou art our Father; we are the 

clay and thou art our potter; we are all the work of thy hand.” Isaiah 64:8. 
 

 See you in worship, ………………. BERGY 
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MAM’S BACK TO SCHOOL  

SPONSOR A CHILD 
 

Please sponsor a child through Memorial Assistance Ministries’ annual 

program to help children be prepared at the start of the 2013-2014 school 

year.  You may make a donation in any amount to help purchase school 

clothing for a child in need. 100% of donations will be used to purchase 

school clothes and supplies. 
 

Fifty dollars can supply school clothing for elementary and middle 

school students so that they can meet their school’s dress code. 
 

Donors are invited to sign their first name on a bookmark that is given to 

the child along with the sponsored items.  We will accept donations and 

provide bookmarks for signing on the following Sundays:  July 14, and 

July 21, 2013. 
 

Call Angie Eckermann for more information at (281) 497-3022   

Please take this opportunity to help a child start the school year right! 

LDA UPDATE 
 

As reported in last month’s Crossties, Holy Cross members and one-time 

members again showed their generous financial support for the Lutheran 

Deaconess Association (LDA). 
 

Executive Director, Deaconess Lisa Polito, has informed us, “Your gifts 

help women and men answer God’s call by providing student scholar-

ships and supporting deaconess projects and laity programs. We now 

have 25 students and interns (including 5 men), our Board of Directors 

just approved 4 women for consecration, and the Admissions Committee 

accepted 5 new students.  The call to serve is strong!” 
 

Please look on the General Information Board – in the office hallway – 

for more details.  Or you can just ask Calvin.  He’ll probably tell you that 

450 deaconesses now serve in various ministries across the globe. 
 

Tillie Remmert 
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ALPHA & OMEGA 

 

The Alpha & Omega Neighborhood Circle  

will not meet this summer during July or August.  

We will meet again in September 2013.   

Have a great summer!!!! 
 

Lucy Candler 

WORKDAY 
 

A workday is scheduled on Saturday, July 20, 2011, starting at 9:00 a.m.  

Please see the task list posted on the Buildings & Grounds Bulletin Board 

in the FLC.  Please look them over and if you can help come prepared to 

work.  Thanks! Stan Crick 

HEAVENLY QUILTERS 
 

Instead of our usual project, the Heavenly Quilters of Holy Cross chose 

a different one for 2013 – one wall hanging and two table runners– all in 

Christmas décor.  Raffle tickets are/will be available in the Atrium from 

23 June, until Sunday 03 November, when three winners – one for each 

item – will be drawn. 
 

Proceeds from the raffle are destined for a worthy Guild Hall project – 

replacing the existing flooring.                                             Tillie Remmert 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will meet July 20th. Please join us for good fellow-

ship, good food and a lot of fun. 
 

 Games will begin at 3:00 p.m. and pot-luck supper will be served at 5:00 

p.m. Our hostesses will provide dessert so please bring your favorite  

covered dish to share. Our hostesses/host will be Bernice and Bill Rogge, 

Helen Jacob, and Betty Morris. 

Nancy Beamesderfer 
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I'm going to do something I've done maybe once since I've been compos-

ing these little missives.  I'm going to repeat myself. 
 

I was struck by the remarkably appropriate entry in a recent “Christ in 

Our Home” devotional booklet. 
 

“Sometimes we withhold our lives from others.  We don’t share our trials 

or fears.  We hesitate to tell anyone about illness or losses.  We stand 

alone, without comfort or the benefit of others’ experiences.  God intends 

that we be in community with others.  Humility weaves itself into our 

lives as we talk together about life’s troubles and discover we aren’t 

alone in our hard times.  We can accept that God lifts up those who are 

weak—like us—and blesses with power and hope.” 
 

I couldn’t have said it better. 
 

Let me give you another quote, from the “Servant Song.” 
 

 Sister, let me be your servant, 

 let me be as Christ to you. 

 Pray that I may have the grace 

 to let you be my servant, too. 

 

Our service to you returns to us ten-fold.  Give us the blessing of being 

able to help you. 
 

Have a blessed day. 

 

 

Marge Carroll 

Stephen Ministry Coordinator 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

JUNE - 2013 

02   LoyDell & JoRita Kaltwasser 

09   Fredda Yurk 

16   Charlotte Jaster 

23    Betty Mooney & Sheldon Urwitz      

30    Wayne & Ruby Schaper 

02    Elias Escamilla 

03    Roselain Larson 

        Nancy Beamesderfer 

04    Gordon Tinker 

06    Ana Maldonado 

07    Chris Wignes 

        Yedith Gomez 

08    Meredith Schomburg 

        Christopher Lambeth 

09    Laura Ruthstrom 

11    Jessica Latigo 

12    Calvin Remmert 

        Ashley Aleman 

        Lissett Hernandez 

 15    Angélica Samano  

16    Gloria McGarvey 

17    Vicenta Yáñez 

        Alfredo Pérez 

18    María Villegas 

        Giselle Díaz 

19    Julián Maldonado 

20    Betty Firth 

24    Ilda Torres 

        Carmela Navarro 

26    Jessica Villegas 

27    Antonio Díaz 

28    Judy Hungerford 

        Julie Kilkenny 

29    Irene Meyer 

31    Loy Dell Kaltwasser 

        Vernon Thielemann 

        Janett Navarro 
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READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL  

JULY 2013 

DATE 

 

1st READING PSALM 2nd READING GOSPEL 

07/07/2013 Isaiah  

66:10—14 

66:1-9 Galatians 

6:7-16 

Luke  

10:1-11, 16-20 

07/14/2013 Deuteronomy 

30:9-14 

25:1-10 Colossians 

1:1-14 

Luke 

10:25-37 

07/21/2013 Genesis 

18:1-10a 

15 Colossians 

1:15-28 

Luke 

10:38-42 

07/28/2013 Genesis 

18:20-32 

138 Colossians 

2:6-15 

Luke 

11:1-13 

Re:  Betty Herzog 
 

My sister, Nancy Hastings, and I want to thank everyone at Holy 

Cross for the loving kindness shown to us and our family and friends 

during our mother, Betty Herzog's, funeral. 
  

We invite everyone to remember to visit her Memorial at : 

www.earthmanhunterscreek.com. 
   

Through this site, Earthman Funeral Directors invite everyone to 

share their thoughts and fond memories with our family by leaving 

both written and spoken Guest Book messages. 
 

To leave an Audio Guest Book message, dial 1-800-553-0107.  

Betty's unique code: 66554548 
 

Please pass this website on to the congregation of Holy Cross        

Lutheran Church.  Nancy and I thank you. 

Karen Simpson 

http://www.earthmanhunterscreek.com
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

MAY 2013 
 

English Services: 107 

Spanish Services: 141 
 

CHURCH          

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Friday 

8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

 

Holy Cross  

Lutheran Church’s  

 E-MAIL address is:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers in the     

Narthex. Suggested donation  

is $45.00 and $10.00 for a rose. 

Remember in prayer the  

homebound, disabled, long-term ill,  

and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris Anne Drosche 

Sig Ellerman 

Nancy Mendel 

 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Dorothy Storenski 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

Bill Alexander  

Ed Cooper 

Carol Kirsch 

Chris Lambeth 

Alma Laubenberg 

John Massie 

Lois Massie 

Nancy Peeples 

Ed Peterman 

Walter Ruthstrom 

Glen Schwartz 

Kathleen Schwertlich 

Dorothy Storenski 

Sheldon Urwitz 

José Vasquez 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

MAY 2013    

  Receipts     $ 34,898.00        

                    Expenses      36,550.49 

                    Balance    < $ 1,652.49 > 
Operational receipts                                                         

      year to date received   …….      $ 165,166.85       

Expenditures year to date  …….        182,251.24 

Balance                           ……   < $  17,084.39 > 

R E M E M B E R  I N  Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  

Prayer Chain   
If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer  

Request emails and would like to,          

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713)254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are sent 

out daily, so if you are on the email list 

and did not receive any email,                  

please contact Renee. 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Spring Branch 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran  Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr. — Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253    Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:      hclc@holycross.us 
 

Web Site:  www.holycross.us 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 email :  jberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor  
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Matthew Coffey                               Choir Director 

Cathy Elijah    Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

(713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Wendy Lambeth                                  President 

Alvin Garza                                      Vice President 

Suzan Cook                                             Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School :  10:30—11:15 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  10:30 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

11:30 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 


